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BRIGHT LEGACY 

One half the income from this Legacy, which was re- 
ceived in 1880 under the will of 

JONATHAN BROWN BRIGHT 
of Waltham, MaMachosetts, is to be expended for books 
for the College Library. The other half of the income 
is devoted to scholarships in Harvard University for the 
benefit of descendants of 

HENRY BRIGHT, JR., 
who died at Watertown, Massachusetts, in 1686. In the 
absence of such descendants, other persons are eligible 
to the scholarships. The will requires that this announce- 
ment shall be made in every book added to the Library 
under its provisions. 
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TESTIMONY 
CONCERNING ANNA M. THORNE. 



She was the daughter of Andrew and Elizabeth Moore, 
who were valuable members of our religious Society, 
and born 4th of first month, 1766. Though we have 
nothing very remarkable to record of her early religious 
exercises, yet she often observed in her riper years, 
that when but a child, she was made sensible of her 
Heavenly Father's love, by the influence of his Holy 
Spirit upon her mind ; and that, by the illuminatiRg 
power of the light of Christ, she was clearly shown 
that she should yield her heart, an early, and a willing 
sacrifice to Him, who died that we might live. 

Being the eldest of a numerous family, she was, to 
her brothers and sisters, an example of obedience to 
parental authority ; rendering much assistance in the 
care and education of them. At the age of twenty-two, 
she was united in marriage with Consider Merritt, a 
worthy and exemplary Friend, with whom she lived 
about eight years ; when, in the inscrutable wisdom of 
an unerring Providence, they were separated by his 
death, and she was made feelingly to realize the uncer- 
tainty of earth's fondest hopes. 

She had, previously to this event, appeared a few 
times in the ministry, and this very trying dispensation 
undoubtedly tended to deepen her religious experience, 
by fixing her affections more strongly on heaven and 
heavenly things, and weaning them from the fading 
enjoyments of a changing world. And as Eba W^ vW 
eye of her mind steadily fixed w^ou ^^ ^ovciocwi^ ^ 
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Divine Truth, she found it to be her duty, more fre- 
quently to stand forth in the public vindication of that 
cause, which is '^ dignified by immortality and crowned 
with eternal life." Her communications, springing 
from the source of all true ministry, were acknowledged 
by the spiritually-minded, to be in the life of the gospel ; 
sunlthe Society bore its testimony to the Divine authen- 
ticity of her gift. 

Being faithful in the discharge of her domestic 
duties, she devoted much of her time, for several years 
after the death of her husband, to the superintending 
care of her family, and endeavoured to lead her tender 
offspring in the paths of piety and peace. 

At the age of forty-four, she was again joined in 
marriage, with our esteemed Friend, Isaac Thome, to 
whom she was, not only a tender and affectionate wife, 
but a true yoke-fellow in the gospel. From this time 
to the close of her long and useful life, she continued 
in the path of duty, stead&stly supporting the doc- 
trines of that gospel she most firmly believed in, and 
by the power of which she had experienced a new 
birth, and a resurrection from dead works to the ser- 
vice of the living God. She travelled extensively in 
the exercise of her excellent gift, not only within the 
limits of this Yearly Meeting, but those of New 
England, Philadelphia, and Baltimore; and being 
of a social and cheerful disposition, she seemed pecu- 
liarly fitted to visit the stranger. Her ministry was sound 
and weighty, and being careful to attend strictly to her 
Heavenly Guide, a sweet savour of life rested upon her 
services. 

A few years before her death, she made a visit, in gos- 
pel love, to Friends in Great Britain and Ireland, 



much to the satisfaction of her own mind^ and, we be- 
lieve^ to the comfort and edification of the churches in 
those countries. 

During her last sickness, which was, at times, ex- 
tremely distressing, she was favoured with great resig- 
nation to the Divine will ; and some of her expressions, 
which were committed to writing, are here inserted;' 
clearly showing, that the religion of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, not only destroys the fear of death, but gives a 
full assurance, and a blessed foretaste, of immortal 
happiness. 

After a fainting fit, she remained in a very feeble 
state for about forty-eight hours, during which time, 
(as she afterwards said,) she had a constant feeling of 
deathly faintness. When she revived, she said, — " My 
mind, for two days and nights, has been so wonderfully 
gathered from the world, and swallowed up in the 
goodness of my Heavenly Father, that it really seemed 
to me, sometimes, that I hardly knew whether I was 
in the body or out of it. O ! the sweet peace that at- 
tends me ! All is settled in quiet, — all is peaceful, — 
nothing stands in my way to that sweet Kingdom of 
peace. I sometimes wonder, that all men should not 
be willing to do right, it affords such sweet peace : 
surely the world cannot give it ; neither can it take it 
from me." 

" O ! how good my Heavenly Father is to me ! He 
has borne up my head through many deep trials. He 
does not forsake me now.*' 

" I remember Him who trod the wine-press alone : 
He was crowned with a crown of thorns, spit upon and 
buffetted, and suffered for me, O ! what are my light 
afflictions to his sufferings V 

To her husband, she said, — " \ >n«.tvV >Iw^^ \» v^^ 
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my dear friends every where, as way opens for it, how 
happy I am. All is peaceful, — all is quiet My dear 
love flows to all the human family.*' 

She often spoke very affectionately of her dear 
friends in England and Ireland, and on a particular 
occasion, in relation to them, and her visit amongst them, 
she expressed herself as follows, — " They are very near 
my heart. O ! the love I felt to flow to them when I 
was with them ! It was wonderful to me, that I was 
so strengthened in body and mind. — I was raised from 
a low and feeble state of health before I left my home, 
restored on my passage, and when I arrived in 
England, I was able to travel and attend meetings. It 
was not for my sake only that it was so ; but I now 
believe that my Heavenly Father intended it for an 
encouragement to others, by showing what his wonder- 
working power can do for his little depending ones. I, 
a poor weak instrument, was strengthened to keep 
constantly travelling, and attending meetings. I as- 
cribe all to the Lord's power, and now feel the sweet 
reward of peace for my service, O ! I would not 
have it undone for all the world, were it at my com- 
mand !" And, addressing herself to her husband, she 
added: "Don't forget them when I am gone; but bear 
them in remembrance, and write to them as way opens, 
and give them my dear love." 

Her friends feeling anxious to do all they could for 
her relief, she said to them, — " If it will be any satis- 
faction to you, for me to take medicine, I am willing to 
do so ; but, ' unless the Lord keep the city the watch- 
man waketh but in vain ;' and unless the Lord build 
up the poor tabernacle, they will labour in vain who 
attempt it." 

She very feelingly said, — ** It is tat lYve gtc^Vfc«V. Ae- 



sire that I have for my children and grandchildren, 
that they may seek, first the kingdom of heaven and 
the righteousness thereof; then all things necessary 
mil be added, ^* 

Two neighbouring Friends, to whom she was much 
attached, coming in to see her at a time when she was 
attended with faintness, and unable to converse much, 
sat with her awhile in silence; when she said: *' There 
is a feeling that is beyond the expression of words." 
Soon after, in reference to their silent sitting, she 
added : " I then saw that my work was done. O ! if 
I had strength of body, how I could speak of the 
goodness of my Heavenly Father !" 

To some who had departed from the Society in the 
late separation, and who visited her in her sickness, 
she thus spoke : '' When I look back ten years and re- 
flect upon what has taken place in our Society, I have 
great peace of mind in the part I have taken, though 
it cost me much suffering. I loved many that went out 
from us: and sometimes when I have gone to our 
meetings, my mind has been so much with you, with 
desires that you might be gathered back, that I hardly 
knew how to give it up ; but I can now tell you, that 
I have great peace of mind, and an evidence that I 
have not been following cunningly devised fables , but 
the pure, livings and eternal substance J'* 

A day or two before her close, she seemed to enjoy 
her friends in pleasant conversation, in which she took 
a part with a mind apparently free, and with that 
cheerfulness for which she was always remarkable. It 
being observed that she very much enjoyed the com- 
pany and conversation of her friends, she replied: 
** Why should I not. When I look forward^ I W^^ 
nothing to do. I have done m^ ^o^ \w ^^ ^^^ '^^ssx^ 
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and am now waiting until my Heavenly Father is plea- 
sed to take me to himself. It is not of myself, but of 
his goodness, that I am given to enjoy your company, 
the little time I staj. I love to look out at the win- 
dows, and see the works of his holy hand. They all 
look pleasant and delightful to me." 

She was much interested for young people, in her 
gospel labours ; and for those of this class who visited 
her during her illness, she manifested the most aSSdc- 
tionate regard ; assuring them that nothing but a strict 
attention to the dictates of the Holy Spirit, could give 
them comfort in life, or hope and confidence in the 
hour of death. 

Her disease was dropsy ; and, after a confinement of 
about five weeks, on sixth day morning, the 11th of 
5th month, 1838, her purified spirit quietly departed 
from its tenement of clay, and, we have no doubt, 
joined the angelic host in Heaven, in singing praises- 
eternal praises — to Him by whom she had been re- 
deemed and made meet for the kingdom of God and 
of his Christ. And it may be truly said of this devoted 
servant, that she finished her course toithjoy^ and the 
ministry which she had received of the Lord Jesus ; 
having testified the gospel of the grace of God. 

On the first day following, her funeral was atten- 
ded by a large concourse of people, who seemed deeply 
sensible of the loss sustained. Asa religious body, we 
greatly feel our want of her company and counsel, and 
earnestly desire the God of all grace so to sanctify the 
bereavement to us who are left behind, as to enable us, 
more than ever, to realize how frail we are. 

THE END. 



